
Cultural heritage protection in 
southeast Turkey (2009 - 2010) 

Short description
Assyrians/Syriacs living in Sweden saw the need to save heritage at risk in the area of Tur 

Abdin in southeast Turkey. Attention eventually focused on the monastery of Saint La-

zarus, founded in the 5th century and thus representing an important expression of early 

Christianity in the area. The present monastery buildings, abandoned in the beginning of 

the 20th century, were possibly erected on the remains of an earlier, non-Christian shrine. 

The Stylite pillar in the monastery courtyard, and the technique of using large rectangular 

blocks in the monastery’s inner wall are two aspects that contribute to the monastery’s uni-

que value. 

CHwB and SLKV (the Friends of Saint Lazarus Monastery) cooperated to promote the 

preservation of the monastery. An extensive survey and inventory of the monastery was 

undertaken in 2009. Based on the inventory, a seminar was organised in order to define 

needs to protect and preserve the monastery against further destruction and explore the 

possibilities of using it as a place for dialogue. 

Contribution to socio-economic development
The focus of local, regional and international expertise on this heritage at great risk has 

contributed to save the monastery. After the project, institutions and organisations have 

acted on the urgently needed protective security measures against on-going looting and 

further destruction. 

Knowledge and awareness of Saint Lazarus Monastery and its place in architectural his-

tory have increased through the project activities. Participating researchers contributed by 

giving a good overview of the historical sites, and they provided further information about 
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Saint Lazarus blueprint over monastery buildings, Tur 
Abdin, Turkey. An extensive survey and inventory of the 
monastery was undertaken by CHwB in 2009.



on-going archaeological, historic and educational activities in the area.

There are strong reasons to develop dialogue work that already exists in Tur Abdin as 

many groups with different languages and religious beliefs live in the area. Using cultural 

heritage to strengthen an understanding of different cultures and their shared history and 

at the same time work with tolerance and rights issues among men and women, would be a 

sustainable way of preserving a common heritage. Many local organisations were interested 

in participating in such an initiative.
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