
a message from the Balkans



”Only passions, great 
passions, can elevate the 
soul to great things”
Denis Diderot

No title,
author Halil Tikvesa

The Holly Virgin
Pellagonitissa

No title,
author Muhamed Begic

Detainee of silence, 
author Fehim Avdic-Fedja

Simply - Love
(on the photo: Tereza 

and Slavko Kovacevic, 
Iriski Venac, 1958.g.)

Prince Marko on
horse Sharac, replica 



Formed by 
earth - Form-
ing the planet.

What’s your 
footprint?

“We weren’t under the moon” 

“We were young loving each 
other under the moon light”

“We were children 
staying under the moon”

Paintings made by 
young people in Tirana

Triptych 
paintings made 
by a student of 
Artistic High 
School in Tirana

Paintings made by 
young people in Tirana

Neolithic Goddess on a 
Throne (4000 BC)
terracotta

Clay lamp, Sobi, 1st 
century A.D., copy of 

terracotta

The Great Mother, 
replica of baked clay.
The role and position of 
mother in human life 
is extremely important. 
The earliest depiction 
dates from the period of 
6500-3500 BC.

Lekythos is a clay flask 
for keeping perfumed 

oil and it was among the 
favorite pottery forms in 

the Classical world. 

Anthropomorphic figure (replica), 
from Neolithic period. 
During this period, the mother was 
a central figure of a family because 
it was the matriarchal time. 

Archaeology shows us the inspiration of the 
people creating the objects, through past 
epochs to leave permanent marks. Using 
clay and stone, the old masters left behind 
traces of their beliefs that endure for eterni-
ty as symbols of life and love.

      



Where are
they heading?

Refugee women,
photo by Damir Sagolj 

Birds installation, 
Jelena Crnokrak Prpic

Wearing  jeans
(on the photo Mirjana 

and Keca, Strand, Novi 
Sad, 1976.g.)



Photographs gather testimony. To 
take photos means to attach signif-
icance to something. The character 
of each photograph is that it adds 
value to its content. The function 
of a photograph is memory. Fami-
ly photographs which in time lose 
connections to the chain of family 
memories become irrelevant. 
      

Him and her,
author Zdravko 

Cvjetkovic

Someone’s Grandma and Grandpa
(on the photo: unknown couple, the 
20th century)

A portrait in uniform
(on the photos: Marica from 
Visnjevic and Obrad Djuric 
Kolja, Ruma, 1944.g)

Accidentally Discovered 
Ancestors

(on the photo: Antonia 
Goldberger and Victor 

Panian form Petrovaradin)

Hippy Love

WHAT IS LIFE AND LOVE

People of all ages are talking about how 
love has influence to the everyday life.

“At first, love was like food on the table – 
take what’s served, pick what you like...”



Clothing remains one 
of most powerful re-
flections of the mate-
rial culture and of the 
persons wearing it. 
Traditional costumes 
show that people put 
a lot of effort to make 
and decorate them. 
They were made with 
love and passion and 
were used and wea-
ried with pride. 

Blouse

Scarf, part of the 
women traditional 

costumes

Underwear, part of 
the women traditional 
costumes

Looking for my destiny, 
painting made by a 
student of the Artistic 
High School in Tirana

Scarf, part of the 
women traditional 

costumes

Socks

Gjergjef: Through the 
techniques, the motifs of 
different colours express the 
most beautiful dreams for life 
and pure feelings of love 

Women waistcoat, 
part of women 
traditional costumes



The Sculpture is clay art work made by young 
people from Artistic High School in Tirana.

Listen to the songs in the headphones!
Traditional songs from all over the Balkans

guess whose song is this?



Chose your question and leave your 
message to the tree or heart!!
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Museum of Republic Srpska, Banja Luka
National Museum in Belgrade, Belgrade

National Museum of Montenegro, Cetinje
Regional Museum Gjakova, Gjakova
City Museum of Novi Sad, Novi Sad
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National Museum of Macedonia, Skopje
National History Museum in Tirana, Tirana
City Museum of Zenica, Zenica

Thanks to all of the museums in Balkan Museum 
Network (BMN) for working together to produce 11 
exhibitions and to share their material in this one.

For more details about the network, its objectives and 
projects, please see
the Balkan Museum Network website
www.bmuseums.net

All photographs are reprinted with permission       



‘We will never forget, but 
we cannot stay forever on 

the battlefield’

Produced by BMN


