














MUSEUM OF REPUBLIC OF SRPSKA, BANJA LUKA

‘Despite all the troubles of our world, in my heart | have
never given up on the love in which | was brought up or
man’s hope in love. In life, just as in the artist's palette
there is but one single colour - the colour of love.’

Marc Chagall

In the simultaneous exhibition "1+1: Life & Love  the
Museum of Republica Srpska and Banja Luka as a
cultural centre will present works of eleven young artists,
each showing two pieces, created in the spirit of the topic
with a lot of love. The artists are Jelena Karanovic, Sandra
Banjac, Djurdjica Bjelosevic, Berina Suscevic, Jelena
Crnokrak, Zvjezdana Veselinovic, Mirjana Grabovica,
Bojana Baralic, Igor Sredojevic, Slobodan Vidovic, Branko
Jungic and a potter Sonja Bikic. Taking love as an eternal
topic, both in life and in art, they speak in a youthful and
a completely modern way.

The artists all began from the same starting point, using
the same language of love as an unchangeable and
permanent value in life and across the whole world, yet
their works are all individual, using different techniques,
approaches, sensibilities and styles.

Images, sculptures and installations were created in this
great project, showing the story of love hidden behind
different symbols, coloured with different colours, just
like every human being in the world. It discovers and
perceives the puzzling nature of love in some other way,
just as every love is always and again special...
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NATIONAL MUSEUM IN BELGRADE

The project "1+1: Life and Love’ represents the results of
work with young people in research into artwork in a city
environment and in a museum, current attitudes towards
the city and public spaces and the meaning of artworks in
public spaces and in the museum collection.

“1+1" is: the city and its young inhabitants; public space
and art work; the city and the museum; youth and
museum professionals. The sum is represented with
different life and love manifestations.

The sculptures from the city environment are represented
through photographs and short films made by young
artists and contrasted with a selection of works from
National Museum collection, thus supporting new
relations toward city environment and the function of art
in everyday life.

Sculptures around us represent life, because they are
witnesses, on the one hand, of events from our history
and people who made it, inspired by love; and, on the
other hand, our relation towards life values. They all
contain love, whether they send messages or are void of
unartistic functions, which together with love of beauty,
should be lastingly transferred to new generations.

What the teenagers said

‘Authors have hidden the secrets of mankind in their works and
we are too busy living our everyday lives to see and interpret
them. Look at the artworks you pass by; they will enrich your
lives'.

We loved the idea of learning a lot about sculptures in the

spaces we spend a lot of our time in, through fun and play and
our natural desire for new knowledge’.
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NATIONAL MUSEUM OF MONTENEGRO

‘Love is the poetry of the senses’
Balzac
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REGIONAL MUSEUM GJAKOVA

In Kosovo, the traditional costumes worn by women are
linked to geographic regions. The area of Has lies on the
rocky hills at the bottom of the Pashtriku mountain,
beside the Drini River, from the city of Gjakové to the
boundaryvillage of Gorozhub.There are about 40 Albanian
villages there. The local inhabitants are known as good
craftsmen and excellent bakers, and the women are
known for handiwork and efficient households.

We chose this costume because it is one of the oldest
preserved ones we have. It is full of unique colours and
artistic expressions. For example, the wooden belt at the
waist, 20 - 25 cm wide, for carrying heavy goods. Over the
belt are a shirt and an apron. This typical ‘long shirt with
two aprons (front and rear)’ is special to Has, and is
associated with bright, cheerful colours like this red.

Shirts are made from white cotton, with intricate
decoration on the breast, and underneath the hand woven
woolen drawers keep the legs warm. On her feet she
wears white socks, also finished in red, and green leather
shoes. On top of the shirt a decorated waistcoat is worn,
striking in its redness. A hand woven satin kerchief is
worn on the head, whose ends are embroidered in silk on
the loom or with a needle. The way the kerchief sits on
the woman’'s head, with the hair and the ornaments,
ensure a gracious and very special look.
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NOVI SAD CITY MUSEUM

We keep them in
family albums,
shoe boxes, on
CDs and DVD
RoMs, framed, in
photo albums on
Facebook profiles,
in mobile phones....
— PERSONAL
PHOTOS

CITY MUSEUM
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NOVI SAD

They follow us
through our entire
LIFE.

They are testimony
about important
events, interesting
moments, emotional
moments = ABOUT
LOVE

Imagining = LOVE

19th century = SHE
in a white ruffled
wedding dress with
long veil and roses
on her lap + HE an
officer in parade
uniform with his
sword and a proud
attitude....eyes full of
uncertainty,
beginning together
LIFE.

21st century = | am
remembering = My
wedding photo, SHE
+ HE — [ am realizing
how similar we are
— LIFE and LOVE

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

Love fulfills us, makes us happy, makes us laugh and
creates better people out of us. Also, love hurts, demands
sacrifice and sometimes isn't simple. But, that's life,
right?

Let us take you on a trip that will remind you of all of
that...

‘In love, one and one are one.’

J.P. Sartre



Women in the Archive of the Museum of Kosova

This is the first exhibition of its kind in Kosova, both in the
fact that it presents a collection of images of women and
creates representations of women, drawing from a period
of some 5000 years. We see this exhibition as an invitation
to begin and place at the center of attention the possibility
of accessing and reading archives of national and
institutional memory, and the museum as a conduit of
narratives about culture, society, and history. The choice
to focus on representations of women within the archive
is particularly exciting and challenging. Therefore, we
hope that this exhibition offers a possibility to think a
necessary shift and emergence of new positions from
which to think about women and institutions that make
official or marginalize certain narratives. Finally, while it
is necessary to critically evaluate the appropriation of
cultural heritage into a national and/or patriarchal
narrative, it is also necessary to do the same with
attempts to depoliticize global flows of power and
knowledge, which in turn determine what relevant stories
about Kosova and women'’s histories should be.
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HISTORIC MUSEUM SHKODRA

Dreams on thread

Tantela embroidery is one of the oldest forms,

The most massive and most human of crafts.

Young girls and women in Shkodra decorated

with multicoloured yarn their outfits, unique

and wonderful. Besides the clothing,

embroided textiles in linen, cotton or silk as covers for the
bed, or the table of diwaniya, or curtains for the walls.
Also intresting is the intricate worked crochet.

The instruments of embroidery work are

gjergjefi hand, gjergjefi the big one in wooden needles,
nizhdeja, strands of silk, gold or silver.

Girls from adolescence,

with the assitance of their mothers and other women

of the house prepare all of the textiles that

will be needed during married life - the "dowry’. A special place
was prepared for baby clothing for the hoped for children.
Through the techniques, the motifs

of different colours express the most beautiful

dreams for life and pure feelings of love.



NATIONAL HISTORICAL MUSEUM TIRANA

The Exhibition "1 +1: Life & Love" aims to show that life
from the very beginning until nowis 1 +1, for nature, man
and society are in a permanent interaction. "1 +1: Life &
Love'is for us as humans looking out over the sea. It gave
us the opportunity to observe further, farther, and more
clearly because it comes from a fruit of cooperation. We
feel better because this exhibition is for us more than just
an exhibition. "1 +1" is the key that helped us to open the
love them.’ gates of partnership. And in this way, we see the light; we

Mother Teresa see the contours of life and love, a light that blinks in

“141: Life & Love’ through Macedonian history

“1+1: Life & Love’ represents the essence, the basis of the
creativity which distinguishes man from the rest of the
living world. Love is present in all the segments of life
from conception until its end. Macedonian, as well as
world's cultural history, is interwoven with love.

With a song of love to... |

If a had an eagle’s wings

I would rise and fly on them |
To our shores, to our own parts,

To see Stambol, to see Kukush; |
And to watch the sunrise: is it

Dim there too, as it is here?...

‘If you judge people, you have no time to

In"1+1: Life & Love the objects tell their stories expressed
through their inherent forms and contents. This is the

story of life and love. It is impossible to distinguish love
from life exactly as the form cannot be separated from
the intrinsic message of the object. Exhibits in the
museums are not mere representatives of the past. They
transmit information about past generations, reminding
us that we should always discern the message, interpret
the vocabulary of history, and not just simply read them.
Through symbolic visual expressions of the Mother
Goddess, the Dioscoures, the Holy Virgin Pelagonitisa,
the poetry of the Miladinovci brothers, and traditional folk
dress, we tried to point to their inward message - that
they are not just objects, but also eternal symbols of life
and love in their timeless space.

The aim of this exhibition is to communicate with the
young population, showing that the museum exhibits
also bear profound messages and truth.

Y3EJ HA MAKEAOHHJA
MUSEUM OF MACEDONIA

The Earth was life

With love for
in the future

life

‘Love is life. And if you miss love, you
miss life.’
Leo Buscaglia

‘The tree of life’ comes to the spiritual
world of Albanians from pagan times to
the present day as a symbol of love for
nature, life and man. The origin of it is
from an Albanian province that bears
the meaningful name of the human
congratulation ‘GO0OD DAY'. It has been
neatly worked in various ways on the
back of folk costumes. The tree of life
has spoken and continues to speak to
generations the language of human
love.

space reflecting itself but also keeping us awake. Let's
keep the dream alive.

The tree of life




CITY MUSEUM OF ZENICA

The exhibition 'She and He" seeks the vision of artists to
show relationships between men and women once and
always. Of course, artists treat not only social relations
but also a reflection of these relationships in religion and
mythology. They use all forms of visual expression, photos,
posters, cartoons, comics, paintings, installations and
movies.

Therefore, it is a conceptual exhibition whose theme is
more or less clearly expressed: time and diversity are too
big in sexual relations to give the overall show. Therefore
we have decided to allow the freedom of artists to express
some of the most memorable sexual relations in their
own way - why not, when the art itself strives to be the
essence of the overall social relations in a certain time
and climate?

‘The art precedes reality ... so in sexual relations ... In the
beginning was the Word.’

Adnadin Jasarevic
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1+1: Life & Love
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The Balkan Museums Network

Following the "1+1: Life & Love project, a new Balkan
Museums Network is being formed, with the following
draft mission statement.

‘The Balkan Museums network exists to celebrate,
preserve and share the complex common heritage of the
western Balkans. It is based on mutual respect and
guided by a commitment to professionalism and shared
ethics. It supports the development of creative museum
leaders and is underpinned by the principles of peace and
reconciliation through heritage of the past, present and
future.’

For more details about the network, its objectives and
projects, please see the Balkan Museums Network
website www.bmuseums.net

Balkan Museums Network
List of participating museums

Museum of Republic of Srpska, Banja Luka
National Museum in Belgrade, Belgrade
National Museum of Montenegro, Cetinje
Regional Museum Gjakova, Gjakova

Novi Sad City Museum, Novi Sad

Museum of Kosovo, Pristina

National Museum of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Sarajevo
Historic Museum Shkodra, Shkodra
National Museum of Macedonia, Skopje
National Historical Museum Tirana, Tirana
City Museum of Zenica, Zenica

Credits
Text: Diana Walters and museum teams

Exhibition Project Managers: Slavka Mirosavljevic; Eliana Gavrilovic,
Vera Grujic; Ljiljana Zekovic and Ana Pavlovic; Fatmire Buza and
Masar Binxhia; Vesna Nedeljkovic-Angelovski; Ana Maric; team from
the Museum of Kosovo; Fatmir Juka and Zamir Tafilica; Gordan
Nikolov and Simonida Miljkovic; Sali Kadria; Adnadin Jasarevic

Produced by: CHwB
Thanks to Adisa Dzino, Lena Hejll, Jonas Jarl, all the
museums and many other individuals and organisations who have

supported this project. Thank you very much.

All photographs are reprinted with permission.
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LIFE & LOVE

‘We shall never forget but we cannot stay forever on the battlefield.’
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