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Cultural Heritage without Borders – 
Albania is an independent organization 
dedicated to rescuing and preserving 
tangible and intangible cultural 
heritage touched by conflict, neglect 
or human and natural disasters. We 
see our work as a vital contribution to 
building democracy and supporting 
human rights. CHwB is neutral when it 
comes to conflicting parties, but not to 
the rights of all people to their cultural 
heritage.
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tHe RegionAl RestoRAtion CAmps ARe An 
oppoRtunity foR you! WHy?

When first I came to participate in one of the editions of the 
Regional Restoration Camps, the classroom was full of participants 
coming from all over the Western Balkans and beyond. And here I 
was, caught in an ice-breaking activity at the beginning of the camp, 
when we were all asked to simply turn around and talk to the person 
sitting behind us. Young people were turning around and starting to 
chat, to laugh, to listen. And it felt so easy and so natural.

It occurred to me that if we observe the historical buildings all around 
us across the region, they are built of very similar materials, using 
very similar techniques. They are standing all around us, showing us 
that there is so much commonality one could trace in them: the lime, 
the timber, the brick, the stone. So, if we can use this commonality 
and turn it into a language that would bring us together, that would 
bring us closer to a dialogue. This language has a name: Regional 
Restoration Camps. 

The Regional Restoration Camps could be summed up as two weeks 
of active learning about the local culture and cultural heritage of 
Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo or Serbia; but moreover, 
those are two weeks of meeting colleagues and creating new 
friendships from all over the region. What better way to do that than 
by exploring common materials and techniques—and by building 

together. Hence, cultural heritage as a theme and occasion to 
gather people, to discover that there is much more common ground, 
culture and habits than issues that sometimes seem to divide the 
region: Common cultural heritage as a testimony of common history 
that helps to overcome exclusive identification with nationalities or 
ethnic groups.

The local craftspeople who are leading the young professionals in 
the restoration works, along with the lecturers coming from different 
parts of the world, make the experience of the camp one that lasts 
for a lifetime. 

Beyond its educational and social impact, what is important to me 
is the effect that the Regional Restoration Camps have on the local 
community. When participants of the camp come and spend two 
weeks repairing a door or a roof or façade, it increases the sense of 
ownership for them and it certainly increases the sense of historical 
value for the owners. This gives the owners of the monuments that 
are repaired a further stimulus to continue maintaining and using 
their structures in a sensible way.

Ambassador Florian Raunig
Head of the Board of Cultural Heritage without Borders Albania
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A BRief HistoRy of tHe CAmps

The Swedish organization Cultural Heritage without 
Borders (CHwB) started its cooperation in Albania back in 
2007, by organizing the 1st Regional Restoration Camp in 
the historic center of Gjirokastra, a designated UNESCO 
World Heritage Site.

The initial aim of the Regional Restoration Camps was to bring together 
young professionals from the Western Balkans and provide them with 
hands-on instruction on applying traditional materials and techniques to 
restoration/conservation projects. Having young people from all over the 
Western Balkans created a unique opportunity to challenge individual 
cultural identities in a professional surrounding that was culturally diverse. 
Mutual respect for cultural heritage is crucial for peace-building in any 
society. Therefore, utilizing cultural heritage as a tool for promoting 
reconciliation by encouraging mutual respect, understanding and trust in 
and between people is deeply rooted in the Regional Restoration Camps.

Since 2007, CHwB has implemented thirty-eight Regional Restoration 
Camps. The topics explored and studied have included building restoration, 
museum artifact conservation, heritage entrepreneurship, interpretation 
of historic sites, spatial development, management of cultural heritage 
and others. The development of these Camps has been encouraged and 
joined by several educational institutions, and the Camps are now being 
accredited as a part of obligatory studies at the University of Tirana’s 
Faculty of History and Philology.

Over the years, the Camps have become part of the overall maintenance 
efforts in Gjirokastra and the other cities where they are held, since the actual 
repair work is done on monuments in need. The monuments and monument 
owners are in this way encouraged and reminded of the unquestionable 
values of the structures they live in and own.

Due to their success in Albania, CHwB expanded both in location and 
content. As of today, the Camps have taken place in Bosnia & Herzegovina, 
Kosovo and Serbia, as well as Albania. The new Camps still operate on the 
successful model of the previous ones, but they are adapted to their unique 
cultural contexts, as well as introducing in-depth thematic approaches to 
heritage interpretation, entrepreneurship, and conservation of museum 
collections.

In 2014, the CHwB Regional Restoration Camps were awarded the prestigious 
EU Prize for Cultural Heritage / Europa Nostra Award, recognizing their 
professionalism and successful implementation in the category of Education, 
Training and Awareness-Raising. The award jury made the following remarks:

“The Jury especially admired the sustained success of this project in providing 
practical training for young professionals and inter-regional networking 
opportunities. This success has been proven: since 2007, [933] participants 
from [26] countries have taken part in a succession of intensive, well-
organised two-week camps in the Balkan region. The jury appreciated the 
involvement of master craftspeople and academic teachers from local and 
international institutions in providing this valuable learning environment.” 
[numbers updated since the submission of the nomination]

Now in their 11th year, the future is bright for the Regional Restoration 
Camps. Thanks to strong relationships with many different partners and 
donors, Cultural Heritage without Borders-Albania will implement seven 
Camps this year. The new Camps still operate on the successful model of 
the previous ones, but they are adapted to their unique cultural contexts, 
along with new, in-depth thematic approaches.
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what
are
the
camps?

RESTORATION

CAMP8th

RESTORATION

CAMP8th

CHwB’s Regional Restoration Camps are designed to give participants 
solid theory, active hands-on engagement and life-changing personal 
interaction in an inspiring historic context.

s melling, touching and 

feeling the authentic 

wood, mortar or stone 

are necessary for 

understanding cultural heritage and 

familiarizing oneself with the tangible 

value of a building. Only when the 

sensitivity for authentic material is fully 

integrated into professional hands 

and minds can the need to safeguard 

what remains be recognized and work 

towards restoring what has crumbled 

and collapsed begin.

The Regional Restoration Camps 

are organized with the objective of 

creating conditions for reconciliation 

as a prerequisite for peace and 

democracy with respect for human 

rights. The camps are planned and 

implemented in a way that young 

professionals, both women and men, 

from the Southeast European region 

are meeting and learning about 

each other’s cultural background. 

In this way, by fostering personal 

understanding, CHwB is contributing 

towards the creation of a new cultural 

politics that is based on dialogue and 

works towards preventing conflicts 

like those that the Western Balkans 

suffered during the 1990s. 

“Smelling, touching and feeling the authentic 
wood, mortar or stone are necessary for 

understanding cultural heritage”
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totals as of April 2018

“Seeing the architects and restoration practitioners in 
the homes and courtyards of the families, explaining 
and demonstrating their work, tying it in with their 
own exposure to local culture and customs, was very 
inspiring. … This link, between the ‘specialists’ of 
the heritage and architectural community with the 
city’s owners and residents, will be key in the ultimate 
campaign that will be required to preserve Gjirokastër’s 
invaluable stock of built heritage…” 

Allan Zaretsky, USA
Volunteer, 7th Regional Restoration Camp, 

Kikino House
Kreshnik Merxhani

camps
by

the
number5

Business plans produced

Interpretation strategies 
developed

Camp locations in 4 countries

Camps held

Volunteers

Museum objects conserved 

Restoration interventions 
conducted

Participants

Est. total hours of hands-on work

7

8

10

38

 58

80

97

933 

53,600

*
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where
are
they
held?

RESTORATION

CAMP 8th

RESTORATION

CAMP 8th

t
he Regional Restoration 
Camps were first developed 
and held in Gjirokastra, 
Albania. As the Camps 

grew, they became a means not only 
of restoring buildings, but also of 
restoring cultural ties in the region, as 
well as the connection between heritage 
professionals and traditional materials 
and techniques. 

In Gjirokastra and beyond, organizers 
took into consideration the local contexts 
and worked closely with the community, 
focusing on different thematic sets of 
heritage skills:

Building conservation and interpretation
•  Berat, Albania
•  Gjirokastra, Albania
•  Jajce, Bosnia & Herzegovina
•  Stolac, Bosnia & Herzegovina
•  Rogljevo, Serbia

Historical crafts and entrepreneurship:

•  Kruja, Albania

Conservation of museum artefacts and 
interpretation:
•  Mitrovica, Kosovo
•  Prishtina, Kosovo

Heritage interpretation:
•  Shkodra, Albania
•  Prizren, Kosovo

CHwB will continue to hold Camps in 
locations across the Western Balkans, 
corresponding to these different 
thematic areas. The newest Camp 
location in 2018 will be the city of 
Përmet, in southern Albania.

CHwB has developed the Camps as a 
model that is relevant and applicable 
beyond the Balkans, as well. In fact, 
the Camps are already serving to 
build relations between the Balkans 
and other regions of the world. As the 
programming and restoration work 
reflect the highest standards in the field, 
the hope is that the Camps will soon be 
going to even more countries.

As of April 2018, thirty-eight Camps have been held in ten historic loca-
tions across the Western Balkans, from the stone city of Gjirokastra to the 
wine villages of eastern Serbia, to the mills and bridges of Jajce and Stolac.
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Serbia

Albania

Stolac

Gjirokastra
Përmet

Bosnia
& Herzegovina

Kosovo

Rogljevo

Prishtina

Jajce

Mitrovica

Prizren

Kruja

Berat

Shkodra

Pristina, Kosova

Bazaar of Kruja, Albania

Gjirokastra castle, Albania

Rogljevo, Serbia
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“Between the stones, wood, different 

languages, and the visits to interesting places, 

two unpredictable weeks can quickly fly by. .”

Jona Dajçi
Participant, 6th Regional Restoration Camp

Volunteer, 7th Regional Restoration Camp 

who
are
they
for?

A
pplicants from other 
countries can apply, too, as 
long as their professional 
interest is based in the field 

of cultural heritage preservation.

CHwB has made continuous efforts to 
promote traditional practices within the 
field of architectural conservation. Part 
of this push has been to bring universities 
closer to practice and hands-on practical 
experience. Therefore, CHwB operates 
the Regional Restoration Camps in 
close cooperation with the University of 
Tirana’s Faculty of History and Philology 
postgraduate studies in Cultural 
Heritage Management. This initiative 

to bring the Camps experience to 
even more Albanian university students 
has been supported since 2016 by 
the Albanian-American Development 
Foundation.

In 2015, CHwB began a partnership 
with the US Fulbright Association in 
order to develop the Fulbright Alumni 
Service Corps trips. These activities 
link Fulbright alumni to the Regional 
Restoration Camps. Such a cooperation 
gives Fulbright alumni a chance to 
engage deeply with the region, and, in 
the process, it supports the Regional 
Restoration Camps.

The camps are aimed primarily at students in their final years of the faculties 
of Architecture, Art History, Civil Engineering, Archaeology, Antiquities 
and other related studies, as well as young professionals from Southeast 
Europe that work in a field related to cultural heritage preservation.

RESTORATION

CAMP8th
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The aim of the Camps is to give participants an insight into the field of 
heritage preservation by combining theory and practice — applying the 
theoretical background through practical hands-on exercises.

l 
ectures at the camps are 
delivered by renowned cultural 
heritage specialists from the 
Balkans and across Europe. 

Among them are Andrew Shepherd  from 
the Architectural Association School 
of Architecture, UK; Dick Sandberg, 
palace architect, Sweden; Rand Eppich, 
architect, Spain; Dr. Diana Walters, 
museum specialist, UK; Azra Bečević-
Šarenkapa, conservator at Zemaljski 
Muzej, Sarajevo; Vesna Avramovska, 
president of the Macedonian Artisans’ 
Trade Association; Prof Dr Emin Riza, 
Albania; and others!

Their courses are organized around core 
themes that include:
•  Introduction to conservation theory 

and approaches toward conserving 
various materials

•  Interpretation of cultural heritage
•  Historical and architectural context
•  Contemporary and traditional survey 

and documentation techniques
•  Value analysis and the environmental 

impact of restoration/conservation
• Preventive conservation of museum 

artefacts

• ABCs of crafts production: 
   Products & product lines 
• Growth mindset and 

entrepreneurship
•  And many others!

Besides delivering lectures, consultants 
dedicate their time at the Camp to 
working with participants on activities 
in their field of expertise.

The practical part of the day is dedicated 
to hands-on work following the theme 
of the Camp. This could involve 
repair works on historic monuments, 
preventive conservation for museum 
artifacts, working with historical 
handicrafts or designing interpretation 
for a site or museum. In each case, 
the works are led by experienced 
craftspeople or experts, and all tools 
and materials are provided by CHwB.

Part of the camp curriculum is also 
dedicated to field trips, where students 
visit locally and regionally significant 
sites, such as the UNESCO World 
Heritage sites of Butrint and Gamzigrad.
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“It is very important for these activities to continue. They 
have already become a tradition in our city. Beside the 
restoration of the traditional houses and development of 
businesses—they bring life to the old town.” 

Qazo Tuqi
Hotel owner in the historic core of Gjirokastra

“Wonderful experience. It is an exchange of different 
cultures. They bring their culture, and we show them 
ours.”

Monda Jaho Babaramo
Monument owner in Gjirokastra, whose house  

has been a work site at multiple Camps

DRAWING ClASSES are held in beautiful 
historic settings that inspire the creative 
mind. In Gjirokastra, classes are led by 
local artist and sculptor Albert Kasi, who 
has created a spiritual getaway on the 
veranda of Skenduli House. In Berat, 
courses are led by Johan Kumati.

COOKING ClASSES have been held in 
different households of Gjirokastra. The 
idea with this class is to share culinary 
traditions across generations.

Since the 4th Regional Restoration Camp, the curriculum has offered sev-
eral optional courses. These have included drawing, cooking and dancing 
classes.

RESTORATION

CAMP8th

RESTORATION

CAMP8th

Working together
Kreshnik Merxhani

21

DANCING ClASSES are a fun way to 
keep active while passing on cultural 
traditions. The classes are led by Andon 
Tuni in Gjirokastra and Ornela Vasili in 
Berat



s
eptember 2017 marked 
the 10th anniversary of 
the Regional Restoration 
Camps. CHwB celebrated 

this milestone in Gjirokastra, the place 
where the Camps began in 2007, 
together with scores of partners, 
supporters and participants. The 
celebration was a beautiful opportunity 
to look back to where the Camps have 
been and forward towards a bright 
future.

The entire staff of CHwB would like 
to offer a heartfelt THANK YOU to 
all our donors, partners, craftspeople, 
lecturers and volunteers. Your dedica-
tion and support over the years have 
made the Camps into the successful 
and life-changing experience that they 
are today.

“When the sun sets in Gjirokastra, 

Berat, Kruja, Shkodra, Jajce, Stolac, 

Rogljevo, Prishtina, Prizren, Mitrovi-

ca, there is one thing we carry in our 

heart, and that is that tomorrow brings 

forward new knowledge, new experi-

ence and new friendships formed in 

the hearts of all of us. This friendship 

is a strong foundation for less hostil-

ity, more dialogue and stronger heri-

tage preservation. Because that is 

what the Regional Restoration Camps 

are about: the practical learning that 

fosters trust through teamwork and 

achievement that in turn enhances 

conditions for personal trust, greater 

togetherness and compassion.”

Lejla Hadžić, Executive Director, 

Cultural Heritage without Borders – 

Albania
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o
ver the past eleven 
years, the Regional 
Restoration Camps have 
grown and diversified 

in their educational approach. For this 
reason, CHwB has divided the Camps 
into thematic areas, each of which 
gives participants different skills and 
experiences for heritage preservation:

•  Building conservation and 
interpretation
•  Conservation of museum artefacts 
and interpretation
•  Dynamic heritage interpretation
•  Historical crafts and entrepreneurship

The very first Camps were focused 
on architectural conservation and 
restoration. Starting with the 7th RRC, 
heritage interpretation was introduced 
to the program and has since developed 
into its own thematic Camp. Museum 
artefact conservation began with the 15th 
RRC in Mitrovica and has since continued 
to be held every year in Kosovo. The 
latest Camp theme, focused on historical 
crafts and entrepreneurship, began in 
2016 with the 28th RRC. Read on to learn 
more about each Camp theme.

Each camp offers an array of practical experiences to teach key techniques 
in restoration, conservation and interpretation of cultural heritage.

restor…
action!

restoration in action
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Architectural conservation has served as the core of the 
Camps since 2007. Lectures in each location cover similar 
topics, including conservation materials and methods, site 
documentation, value analysis and heritage interpretation. 
However, the practical works at each Camp differ slightly 
and the atmosphere of each place is unique in its own spe-
cial way.

The 2018 Camps on building conservation and interpreta-
tion are taking place in: Berat, Gjirokastra and (for the first 
time!) Përmet, Albania. In Rogljevo, Serbia, a long-time lo-
cation for building conservation Camps, a heritage docu-
mentation methodology called ‘Vernadoc’ will be taught 
for the first time.

Building 
conservation and 
interpretation



Historical 
crafts and 
entrepreneurship

Many historical bazaars are facing the need to improve 
conditions for local artisans, while at the same time 
broadening the range of traditional products that appeal 
to contemporary visitors and thus expanding the market. 
Together with the artisans of the Kruja Bazaar, participants 
at this Camp learn about these challenges and how to 
address them using a growth mindset, entrepreneurial 
thinking and ‘out-of-the-box’ attitude to business.

The 2018 Camp on historical crafts and entrepreneurship is 
taking place in: Kruja, Albania.
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Conservation 
of museum 
artefacts and 
interpretation  

The Camps focused on conservation of museum objects 
started with a long partnership with the UK-based 
organization Heritage Without Borders. Today, talented 
conservators from the UK and other countries come to share 
their immense knowledge with the participants. This Camp 
covers such topics as preventive conservation, principles 
and methods of documentation, bringing museum objects 
to life through interpretation, and more.

The 2018 Camp on the conservation of museum artefacts 
and interpretation is taking place in: Prishtina, Kosovo.

31



32

Dynamic
heritage 
interpretation 

Interpretation is a fast-growing specialization within the 
museum and heritage fields that helps museum curators and 
site managers better communicate the value of heritage to 
their visitors. Lectures and activities cover such topics as the 
principles and theory of interpretation, universal design, 
identifying target audiences, understanding and working 
with multiple voices and difficult histories, engaging with 
the community, digital interpretation, team dynamics and 
more.

The 2018 Camp on heritage interpretation is taking place 
in: Shkodra, Albania.
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what’s
next?

RESTORATION

CAMP8th

RESTORATION

CAMP8th

In coming years, the Camps will continue to expand to new locations, but 
a lot of new connections will start happening through the alumni network.

i
n 2018, the Regional Restora-
tion Camps will be held in Al-
bania, Kosovo and Serbia, with 
the hope that they will soon 

expand to new locations in Eastern 
Europe and the Middle East. 

Today, one of the greatest drivers 
of continued action are the Camps’ 
alumni. Until now, an incredible 933 
participants from 26 nationalities 
have taken part in the Camps. They 
come from places as distant and dis-
tinct as Sweden, Belarus, Ecuador 
and South Korea, as well as every 
country in the Balkans. This diversity 
represents a wealth of individual ex-
perience, knowledge and aspiration. 

Every year, former Camp partici-
pants realize their great potential by 
giving their time and experience to 
the RRC and to heritage conserva-
tion in their communities. So far, 58 

Camps alumni have returned to the 
Camps as volunteers, ensuring that 
future generations of participants 
have the same enriching experience 
that they themselves had. Other 
alumni have joined efforts to protect 
and conserve cultural heritage, with 
initiatives like Balkan Cultural Aid Re-
sponse for Emergencies (B+CARE).

Participants’ countries of origin
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how 
can you 
take
part?
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RESTORATION

CAMP8th

RESTORATION

CAMP8thA
fter filling out a simple 
application form, you are 
entered into the selection                          
process. Even if you aren’t 

accepted the first time, we encourage 
you to apply again for the next Camp. 
Camps alumni are invited to apply to 
return to the Camps as volunteer group 
leaders.

Be sure to check out the activities from 
the last Camps. On our website, you 
can find news stories from previous 
years. And look up CHwB Albania on 
Facebook for dozens of photos from the 
most recent Camps!

The Camps are held throughout the 
Spring, Summer and Fall. You can find 
announcements about upcoming 
Camps on our website, Facebook 
and Twitter.

Join CHwB Albania on social media

Web: chwb.org/albania
Email: rrc@chwb.org



how 
can you 
support 
us?
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• Spread the word

let future participants know about the Camps

• Show the Camps

Make photos, videos or posters about the Camps and post 

them to Facebook, Twitter, Instagram or Vimeo!

• Write the Camps

Develop written material about the camp

[short essays, articles, texts of a different kind]

• Give the Camps

Sponsor a participant from your country, donate or help raise 

funds to continue the Camps

• Apply to be a Camp Participant / Volunteer

Former participants can apply to be volunteer leaders at 

future Camps

There are many ways you can support the Regional Restoration Camps. 
Some of them are:



“It was truly encouraging to see young professionals 
from all over the war torn Balkans not only rebuild-
ing houses but building bridges between cultures and 
ethnic groups when working and learning together. 
To me it seemed as if the camps are a unique method 
of changing the mindset of young people, as friend-
ship and respect was replacing ignorance and fears.”

Britta Olofsson
Former Counsellor, Head of Development Cooperation 

Embassy of Sweden, Tirana,  AlbaniaRESTORATION

CAMP8th

RESTORATION

CAMP8th
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CHwB Regional Restoration Camps have been 
implemented with funding from:

In partnership with:

U
N

IVERSITETI I TIR

ANË
S

Old City Agency — Jajce, BiH Old City Agency — Stolac, BiH

MUZEU I QYTETIT / CITY MUSEUM

MUZEJ GRADA

Featured activity of the European 
Year of Cultural Heritage
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